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CHINA’S COVID-19 COVER-UP PLAYBOOK 

In late 2019, a novel coronavirus, commonly referred to as COVID-19, began significant human-to-human 
transmission. COVID-19 reportedly originated in Wuhan, China, although the precise nature of its origin is 
still under review.1 

As the virus spread beyond its borders, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) suppressed crucial information 
necessary to curb worldwide transmission. As of August 19, 2020, the virus has spread to nearly every 
country and resulted in more than 22,152,000 confirmed cases and at least 781,200 deaths.2  

The House Foreign Affairs Committee (HFAC) Republicans released an interim report examining the 
CCP’s COVID-19 cover-up on June 12, 2020. The report concluded “…it is clear CCP health officials and 
senior leadership had the information required, at a date early enough, to reduce China’s COVID-19 cases 
by at least 86% compared to the estimated caseload at the end of February.”3 

The CCP’s COVID-19 cover-up very closely echoes the strategy undertaken 17 years ago during the 2003 
SARS outbreak. SARS “spread to 28 countries outside of [China], resulting in more than 8,000 cases and 
774 known deaths.”4 HFAC Republicans identified eight behaviors that the CCP engaged in to conceal the 
SARS and COVID-19 pandemics, as shown in the table below:  
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Furthermore, HFAC Republicans found that the CCP’s COVID-19 behaviors “repeatedly, and 
intentionally, violated the 2005 International Health Regulations (IHR) that were put in place after 
Beijing’s failed response to SARS.”6 Despite clear violations of international law and regulations 
referenced in the report, the World Health Organization (WHO) continues to defend the CCP’s handling of 
COVID-19. 
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The CCP has a long history of concealing serious information to the detriment of every other country. Until 
they are held to the standards created because of their past cover-ups, they are destined to continue this 
deception.  

Please contact the Republican Policy Committee at RPC@mail.house.gov or Chris Farrar with the 
Foreign Affairs Committee Republicans at chris.farrar@mail.house.gov with any questions.
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