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CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY PURCHASE OF AMERICAN LAND

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has been purchasing American land at an alarming rate. According to the
Department of Agriculture (USDA), from 2010 to 2020, the CCP increased its stake in American farmland 23-
fold.! The CCP increased foreign farmland holdings by 1,000% in the past few years, including 1,300 foreign egg
processing facilities.? In addition, a New York Post report found many instances where this farmland was
strategically purchased near American military bases.®

Current law requires tracking farmland purchases from foreign investors through self-reported data to the Farm
Service Agency.* However, the USDA and the Government Accountability Office (GAO) often lack the
resources to verify and monitor many of these transactions, leading to incomplete or inaccurate data and limited
transparency, which can hide the true nationality of a buyer.> Allowing an adversary to control an increasing share
of our agricultural land provides reasons for concern regarding domestic food supply and our national security.

BACKGROUND
e Food Security
> Currently, Chinese landowners control approximately 383,000 acres of American agricultural land.®

» Domestic control of our food supply is essential to American prosperity. Changes to our supply chain
significantly impact what American families pay for groceries at the store. Allowing the CCP to control
significant acres of farmland for food production and significant parts of our food processing and
distribution systems means they could cause disruptions in our food supply and economy. As it is,
Americans have experienced over 20% food inflation under the Biden administration.’

» Smithfield Foods, which employs 40,000 workers, owns 500 American farms and works with 2,000 more
local hog farmers, is owned by a Chinese food processing company.® All Chinese businesses must
cooperate with the CCP, creating troubling possibilities for our food supply and American workers if the
United States and China were in direct conflict.

e National Security

> Land owned by individuals affiliated with the Chinese government gives the CCP a strategic foothold on
American soil to potentially conduct surveillance of critical assets and American military members under
the guise of agriculture purchases.

> Since 2017, American intelligence has more thoroughly investigated Chinese land acquisitions near
critical national infrastructure. However, previous land purchases have not undergone adequate review to
ensure that intelligence-gathering devices have not been installed.®

» The CCP has sought to acquire land near the United States' crucial military and strategic areas. The New
York Post identified 19 bases across the United States near land owned by Chinese entities.°




o The Fufeng Group, a Chinese-based chemical manufacturing company, purchased 300 acres of land
for a corn mill in Grand Forks, North Dakota. This plot of land is approximately 12 miles from
Grand Forks Air Force Base, home to some of the top United States intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance capabilities.!* The Grand Forks City Council terminated the construction of the mill
after the Air Force declared the project a security risk.1213

o A Chinese billionaire, Sun Guangxin, purchased over 130,000 acres near Laughlin Air Force Base in
Texas, right along the Mexico border. This land hosts a wind farm project that could disrupt the
state’s electrical system due to its connection with the Texas grid.'* Mr. Guangxin’s close ties to the
CCP have been well documented.®
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POLICY SOLUTIONS

Congress should implement restrictions on hostile foreign powers purchasing land, especially land critical to
national security and agriculture. In the case of China, the line between government and corporate interests is
very blurry, so strict policy is needed. Legislation such as the Securing America’s Land from Foreign
Interference Act or the Prohibition of Agricultural Land for the People’s Republic of China Act, which
prohibits members of the CCP and entities owned, controlled, or influenced by the party from purchasing real
estate located in the United States, should be enacted."18

China’s foreign policy strategy has been anchored by its plans to expand economic cooperation by producing
international infrastructure. The United States must stop the slow creeping of influence that China achieves
through global investment. Republicans in Congress must be leaders in preventing the spread of the CCP’s
ownership of American land and ensuring we are not dependent on China with our infrastructure. Congress
should pass the Stop CCP Infrastructure Act to prohibit Chinese entities from receiving federal funds for
public works projects in the United States.®
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